
   

Introduction:  

As the 2021-2022 start of school approaches, I am filled with a great sense of hope, excitement 

and faith!  This fall, I look forward to fully opening school in August with updated health 

protocols in place.  In conferring with our medical advisors which include the state and county 

health departments, local medical professionals and several neighboring schools, I am 

reminded that we still need to proceed with caution in regards to lifting all restrictions.  As we 

begin, please join me in prayer for a healthy and joyful year!  Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Pray 

for us.  

-Tim Fletcher, Principal  

Screening and Attendance:  

OLMC will continue to ask students and staff to remain home whenever they are experiencing 

symptoms associated with Covid-19 infection.  

Students and school staff will be expected to stay home for all of the following reasons:  

• When exhibiting any symptoms associated with Covid-19  

• After close contact with persons who have tested positive for Covid-19 if they are 

unvaccinated.  

All student absences from school are to be reported by phone (317-663-4025) or via email 

(attendance@olmc1.org).  

If your child must be absent due to experiencing symptoms associated with Covid-19, you will 

receive a follow up call from our school administration with instructions on how to proceed.  

Attendance incentives will be suspended for the 2021-2022 school year.  

 

In the event that a student tests positive for COVID-19 at any point during the school year, 

please contact the school administration through the front office.  It is essential that Our Lady of 
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Mount Carmel School is notified immediately of a confirmed positive case in our student body to 

enable the school administration and nursing staff to make an immediate and appropriate 

response.  Thank you.  

Masks:  

To begin the school year, masks will be optional for all students, school staff and visitors to Our 

Lady of Mount Carmel School.  In the event that guidance changes and we must temporarily 

require masks, it will be required for all students, school staff and visitors.  We will not delineate 

between vaccinated and unvaccinated people when it comes to requiring masks.  Masks worn 

in the school must be Catholic-school appropriate, non-political, and without sayings.  

Vaccinations:  

Individuals are only considered fully vaccinated two weeks after the final injection of their 

vaccination cycle.  An individual with a positive antibody test in the absence of vaccination is not 

sufficient to be considered fully vaccinated.  According to the CDC and Indiana State 

Department of Health, fully vaccinated students and staff are exempt from close contact 

quarantines as long as they remain asymptomatic.  

• Vaccinations are not mandated for students or staff.  

• Verification of vaccinations will not be requested of any student or school staff member.  

Distancing: 

To begin the school year, Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic School will emphasize a return to 

a fully immersive in-person learning environment.  Students will collaborate with their peers 

through group work, lab partners, classroom discussions, and other interactive learning 

environments throughout the school day.  Students will also return to school Mass on Mondays, 

Wednesdays, Fridays, and Holy Days of obligation.  

• Outdoor spaces will be utilized as much as possible  

• Additional lunch room tables will be used to spread students out while eating  

• Seating charts will be used for all classes and lunch  

• Minimized use of shared materials/tools  

• Students will stay with their “cohort/homerooms” as much as possible  

• Students will need to bring their own water bottle to school each day.  

• We will continue to use our water bottle filling stations (water fountains will be turned off)  



Nurses and Health Clinic: 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel School is blessed to employ a full-time nurse and a part-time 

administrative assistant that is a certified nurse.    

• Students and staff may be asked to wear a face-covering upon entry to the health clinic.  If 

this is the case, a mask will be provided.  

• If a student exhibits symptoms of COVID-19, parents will be contacted to pick up the student.  

In these cases, students will be able to return to school once a negative PCR COVID test has 

been obtained and symptoms have improved or resolved.  

• If a family declines testing, the student would need to isolate at home for 10 days and be fever 

free for 24 hours without the use of medication before returning to school.   

• If a parent presents documentation of another illness from a healthcare provider the school 

will follow the doctor’s recommendations.  

Confirmed Case:  

If a student, or a member of the student’s household, is confirmed positive for COVID-19, we 

ask that the family inform the school immediately by calling the office (317-846-1118).  

Cooperation with local health officials:  

Using the guidance provided by the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana, the Indiana Department of  

Education, Hamilton County Health Department, the following procedures will be in place:  

• School staff will provide a positive testing notification to the Hamilton County Health 

Department and the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana and will work together to assess 

factors such as the likelihood of exposure to employees and students in the building, the 

number of cases in the community, and other factors that may impact building closure.  

• School staff will conduct a brief case investigation interview to help determine close 

contacts among the school community to provide to the Hamilton County Health 

Department.  The student or community member’s close groupings will be considered, 

such as teams, classroom seating arrangements, etc.  

• The individual who tested positive will not be identified in communications to the school 

community at large but may need to be selectively identified for contact tracing by the 

Hamilton County Health Department.  



• Hamilton County Health Department will be responsible for contacting the person 

confirmed with COVID-19, informing direct contacts of their possible exposure, and 

providing instructions to those involved with the confirmed case, including siblings and 

other household members regarding self-quarantine and exclusions.  

• Depending on the circumstances of a positive case, and in consultation with the 

Hamilton County Health Department and the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana, a short- 

term closure may be necessary.  In that event, we will communicate the status of the 

school activities.  

Positive Student Cases:  

• Individuals who test positive for COVID-19 must stay home for 10 days following the 

onset of symptoms or a positive test result and must be 24 hours fever free without fever 

reducing medications and symptoms improved before returning from isolation.  

• Contact tracing will take place in school.  

• The Hamilton County Health Department will be notified if there is a confirmed case of 

COVID-19 within our school building. 

Quarantine due to close contact: 

• Students who are fully vaccinated will not need to quarantine due to close contact with a 

positive case.  Parents will be notified and should monitor for symptoms.  

• Students who are not fully vaccinated will need to quarantine if they are identified as a 

close contact with a positive case.  

• Quarantine length- asymptomatic close contacts may return on day 8 (with negative 

PCR test and lab results sent to school and early return precautions taken), day 11 (with 

early return precautions), or day 15 (without testing or precautions).   

• Early return precautions include:  

o Mandatory face coverings (all day)  

o 6 feet social distancing  

 

Remote Learning for COVID-Related Absences:  

When it becomes necessary for a student to work from home for a specified period of time, 

OLMC is committed to supporting them through their absence from school.  In the event of such 

an absence, your child’s teacher will communicate a plan for your child.  This plan will include 

an overview of the expectations and resources available for each class.  All grade levels will 

utilize Google Classroom as our online educational platform.  As always, please reach out to 

your child’s teacher or the school administration with any questions or concerns.  

https://www.guerincatholic.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Example-Of-Exposure-COVID-19-July-21-2020.pdf


Cleaning Procedures: 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic School will continue deep cleaning the entire building each 

evening as well as cleaning and disinfecting high touch points throughout the school day with 

EPA approved cleaners.  Cleaning supplies and hand sanitizer will be available for all 

classrooms and meeting spaces.  

Students and staff are also encouraged and given the opportunity to wash hands frequently.  

Ongoing Support: 

As we continue to adjust to a more familiar way of school life, it is important to stay focused on 

your child’s mental health.  Children thrive on routine and structure, and changes to that might 

cause some anxiety or fear.  

 

• Continue to offer opportunities for your child to share their thoughts and concerns with you.    

• Remind your student of the safety protocols that are in place and encourage them to talk with 

their teachers, our counselor or school administrators if they have questions.  

• If you have concerns, do not hesitate to contact us.  We strongly believe in an open-door 

policy.  

*Please note that as Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Schools works to 

return fully from the COVID-19 pandemic, these restrictions and guidelines 

are subject to change. 


